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Synopsis

A new edition of the most definitive collection of Albert Einstein’s popular writings, gathered under
the supervision of Einstein himself. The selections range from his earliest days as a theoretical
physicist to his death in 1955; from such subjects as relativity, nuclear war or peace, and religion

and science, to human rights, economics, and government.
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Customer Reviews

ldeas and Opinions expresses a wide range of Einstein’s thoughts throughout his life. The subject
matter includes comments on freedom, politics, pacifism, education, religion, Germany, friends, and
scientific issues. Whereas Einstein had a specific goal in writing each of these addresses, speeches
and articles, the editor of this collection by combining Einstein’s writings in this manner paints a
picture of the man and his time. The most profound impact upon the reader is not the individual
message of each writing, but rather how the whole body of work illuminates the dedication and
fierce determination of one scientist to make himself a "harmonious personality" (64). One of the
features of this collection is that it attempts to present each article in a straightforward manner. Each
article is titled by what it attempts to say, for example one article is called "My First Impressions of
the U.S.A." (3). This accurately reflects what Einstein says in this article, but so much more than
what this title describes is also reflected in the essay. Einstein’s political attitudes are best
expressed not in his many essays on politics, government and pacifism, but instead in his First
Impressions of America. One of his many observations is that "nothing is more destructive of

respect for the government and the law of the land than passing laws which cannot be enforced"



(6). Understanding this aspect is of immeasurable value when encountering Einstein’s essay where
he prescribes a program of action against atomic weapons. The greatest fault of this compilation is
that it tends to be repetitive. However, this often helps to drive home the point and complete the

overall picture of this man and his time. This text should be read by all persons everywhere.
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